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FAMILY COURT - NEW JUDGE 

538. Ms J.A. RADISICH to the Attorney General:  
Has there been any progress in appointing a new judge to the Western Australian Family Court to address delays 
in court cases? 

Mr J.A. McGINTY replied: 
Everyone in this house will be relieved to know that the federal government has finally agreed to honour its 
responsibility to agree to a state recommendation for the replacement of a Family Court judge who retired in 
February.  The court has had five judges since it was created in the 1970s.  This year, because of the inactivity of 
the federal government, it has had to work with only four judges.  That has meant that we have seen an enormous 
blow-out in the number of people waiting for divorce and other applications for trials to be heard in the District 
Court.  In July 2006 the waiting time was 52 weeks.  It has now blown out to nearly 18 months.  Seventy-
four weeks is the waiting time as a result of the court being required to operate without a judge for the whole of 
this year.  In July 2006 there were 336 trials waiting for hearing.  In August 2007 that number had blown out to 
563, an enormous blow-out and delay in the delivery of justice, all due to the inactivity of Philip Ruddock and 
John Howard, who refused to appoint a replacement judge to maintain the number of Family Court judges at 
their current level.   

I am pleased to announce the appointment of Stephen Dexter Crooks as the new Family Court judge to take 
effect from 22 October.  Mr Crooks has 30 years’ experience in the area of family law and is a highly respected 
member of the profession, having served as president of the Family Law Practitioners’ Association and on 
committees of the Law Society and the Legal Aid Commission.  He will fill the position left vacant when Chief 
Justice Michael Holden retired at the beginning of this year.   

The commonwealth government is short-changing Western Australia in the area of family law and Family Court 
funding.  Despite the fact that we comprise one-third of the Australian landmass and about 10 per cent of the 
population, the federal government provides us with less than eight per cent of the funding for family law.  This 
must change because in the area of family law, we in Western Australia are underfunded by more than 
$1 million a year.  That reflects very much on the delivery of services to Western Australian families at a point at 
which they need that support.  In particular, I draw attention to the miserly approach of Philip Ruddock and John 
Howard in refusing to fund a Family Court magistrate in Bunbury representing the south west of the state.  We 
made this request of the federal government last year.  We requested a family law magistrate, family consultants 
and support staff to be appointed to Bunbury.  Philip Ruddock and John Howard said no to that.  As a result, we 
are unable to deliver the services that the people of the south west quite rightly expect.  I urge members opposite 
to do what they can to reverse the miserly approach of the federal government to the provision of adequate 
family law services in the south west. 
 


